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Dear Family,

The 2016 Olympics in Rio have started and is televised all during the day. I
must say, so far, I have spent too much time watching our USA athletes win
and lose in Rio. I even yelled when Michael Phelps won his 20th gold medal
in the Men’s 200m butterfly by .04 seconds!

Phelps won his first gold medal 16 years ago at age 15 in the Men’s 200m
butterfly, but lost that same race 4 years ago in London. “I wanted that one
back,” he says. “I didn’t say anything to anyone else, [but] there wasn’t a
shot in hell I was losing that. And if I did, every ounce that I had was left in
the pool.” At that race, members of the NBA playing on the USA basketball
team were in the stands cheering Phelps on, taking pictures of the race with
their cell phones and celebrating the win.

All of this reminded me of the Apostle Paul’s many uses of the racing theme
as he wrote 1 Corinthians, Galatians, and 2 Timothy. It is also in the writings
of Hebrews. Scripture reveals that when we decide to follow Jesus, we have
signed up for a race. The race is our life in and with Christ.

Paul talks about the course that we are to run. Acts 20:24, “…my only aim is
to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me..”, or
from Hebrews the writer states, “…let us run with perseverance the race
marked out for us…”. All of us have a race to run. Paul knew his. The
Hebrew writer said Jesus has marked one out for each of us. Do you know
your course?

Paul, in 1 Corinthians, says that we are all called to go into “strict training”.
Paul understood that the commitment to follow Jesus means that we need to
train as His disciples, for we are to become like Him by the renewing of our
minds and by the power of the Holy Spirit. How’s your training? Was it a one
shot course, or is it a continuous life training? Do you look like Jesus, or do
you have a ways to go?

What are you fixing your eyes upon? As I watched Michael Phelps swim, his
eyes were on a mark at the end of the pool. The Hebrew writer writes, “…
fixing our eyes on Jesus…”. Why Jesus? Because He is, “…the pioneer and
perfecter of faith.” He goes on to explain, “For the joy set before him he
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so
that you will not grow weary, and lose heart. (Hebrews 12:2-3)

And remember, just like in Michael Phelps’ race where the NBA players,
champions in their own right, were cheering Michael on from the stands, so
in your race are saints, who have completed their race, encouraging you
from the stands and celebrating each step of your race.

Keep running the race because you are all on the course Jesus set for your
life.

Your fellow runner,

Pastor Steve
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EMBRACING CURIOSITY
PROFILE OF YOKO AMANO
BY KATHY AISO

“B —

God blessed YOKO AMANO with a bright, curious
mind. From the time Yoko was little, she was
curious about many things and hungry to learn.
School became a fascinating place because she
received many answers to her questions on
different topics.

YOKO’S CURIOSITY ABOUT GOD

Yoko’s initial curiosity about God was ignited when
she was exposed to the idea of God at Notre
Dame Girls High School (NDGHS) in Japan. NDGHS
required students to attend religion classes. After
graduating from NDGHS, she attended Notre Dame
Women’s College, also in Japan. She was happy to
attend the required religion classes to find out more
about God. Transferring to Regis College (RC) —
another Catholic college — but located near Boston,
MASS., she joined a Glee Club where she learned
hymns and Christian music. By the time Yoko
graduated from college, she had a general knowledge
of God and contemplated getting baptized. However,
she decided against it because she felt she still didn’t
know enough.

GOD DIRECTED HER TO GVBC

God planted Yoko’s future husband, Kiyo Amano, in her
life to eventually direct her to GVBC. At GVBC, she
would have many questions answered about God and
eventually accept Christ as her Savior. Following
graduation from RC, she moved to Southern California
and got a job with a company here in the South Bay. At
work, she met Kiyo, who made an unforgettable first
impression on her.

“When I met Kiyo,” Yoko affirmed, “I felt something
strong about him — that he had a solid foundation.
Later, I realized it was his faith.”

I WANT TO KNOW EVERYTHING

When Kiyo invited Yoko to attend GVBC with him, she
eagerly consented, wanting to find out more about God.
“I wanted to know everything,” Yoko recalled.

After attending the Nichigo services, she was able to
meet a few times with Pastor Bunso Otani and his wife,
Yukimi. Yoko still had unanswered questions and while
attending the English-speaking services, she filled out
her communication card, stating she wanted to know
more about Christianity. She met with Pastor Annette
Kakimoto and sought out more answers. Yoko began

taking the 101 class and made it her goal to take all
the courses offered at GVBC.

A RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST

While in Pastor Ron Matsuda’s Christianity course,
Yoko learned a tremendous amount about God and
Christianity. It warmed her heart to learn that Christ
desired to have a personal relationship with her. She
finished the courses, ending with the 301 and 401
classes. She realized she couldn’t live without having

Jesus. He was the only one who could be there for her all
the time. Yoko accepted Christ as her Savior a few weeks
before she got married with Kiyo in July 2007 and she was
baptized by Pastor Steve Langley in September 2007.

God blessed them with three children — Taisei (7), Marisa
(5), and Saeri (2). Yoko considers it a blessing to be a stay-
at-home mom. She is also happy to be part of other young
children’s lives. At GVBC, she assists in the toddler class
of two year olds every fifth Sunday.

A PERSON WITH MANY INTERESTS

A native of Kyoto, Japan, Yoko — a person with many
interests — studied music from the age of four to 22 years.
She studied the tea ceremony from age nine to age 19.
She earned a license to teach tea ceremony. She also took
Japanese calligraphy courses from age seven until junior
high. Yoko’s varied interests are reflected in her college
degree from RC. She received a B.A. in Communications
with minors in Graphic Design and Theatre.

GIVE ALL ANXIETY TO GOD

One of Yoko’s favorite Bible verses, I Peter 5:7 (NIV)
reassures her that she can give all anxiety to God and He
will take care of the situations out of her control.

“Cast all your anxiety on Him, because He
cares for you.”

As a caring mother, Yoko remembers this verse especially
when her children are away. Another one of Yoko’s favorite
verses, Matthew 6:27 (NIV) is a reminder that worrying is
wasted energy.

“Who of you by worrying can add a single
hour to his life?”

As a comforting presence in Yoko’s life, the Lord has
always been there for her. She has an unending curiosity
about our loving and sovereign God. True to Yoko’s
curiosity and keen mind, she continues to learn as much as
she can about her Heavenly Father.
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TIME: Monday nights, 6:30 – 9:30 PM
DATE: September 12, 2016 to January 16, 2017
PLACE: Gardena Valley Baptist Church
CONTACT: Tommy Park at: thomas.y.park@gmail.com

Perspectives on the World Christian Movement is coming back to GVBC!  This course will help you understand
God's plan for the world — and for your life — as you explore the biblical, historical, strategic, and cultural ways God
is at work. Perspectives will open the eyes of your heart with the fresh knowledge of God’s unchanging purposes
and why they’re relevant to your life.

For 15 weeks you will have the opportunity to learn from some of the most highly-regarded missions leaders and
mentors in the world. The speakers will challenge and inspire you to become a World Christian with a new
perspective and how you can join God in His goal to reach the nations — no matter your location or vocation.
Perspectives can be taken for:  Credit (graduate or undergraduate), Certificate, or Key Reading.

The DEADLINE for early registration is August 16. Discounts and scholarships are also available. GVBC
attendees will be reimbursed part of the class fee.

Come and join us!  For more information or to register, go to www.perspectives.org and search for the class in
Gardena, CA.

PERSPECTIVES ON THE WORLD
CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT
BY TOMMY PARK

In order to accommodate as many people as possible,
you will need to pick one of the dates to attend.

Registration will begin at the end of November.

MORE INFORMATION TO FOLLOW...
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19

PHILIP & CORENNE SMITH, HOPE UNLIMITED, SAO PAULO, BRAZIL
Hope Unlimited (HU) promotes education which has the power to disrupt generational cycles of abuse, exploitation,

and abandonment. HU works hard to provide award-winning vocational courses and educational opportunities for their
children. Two new vocational tracks in security and sales fields have been recently added to three other tracks in
culinary arts, auto body repair and cosmetology. Both new vocational tracks were made possible by generous
organizational donations. By educating children in a vocation, they learn marketable skills which helps ensure for them a
bright future. As school starts in the U.S. this month, please pray for a safe and productive school year for HU’s kids in
Brazil.

CYRIL NISHIMOTO, IWA

Stanley Inouye, IWA President reported, “The Lord has been actively opening doors and arranging divine
appointments.” At Stanley’s church, First Presbyterian Church in Altadena, he led some adults in studying the newly
published IWA book, “Meeting Jesus:  Fact-to-Face With God” in Feb./Mar. Our Cyril Nishimoto led a group of adults at
GVBC through the same study in May and June. Both Stanley and Cyril had enthusiastic participants who encountered
Jesus in ways they never had before. Some of the groups members were able to perceive Jesus as a very real,
extraordinary, and captivating person. As a result, they wanted to pursue a close relationship with Him. IWA sees these
new study resources as having an impact at other churches too.

IWA, being a ministry where “faith, art, and culture meet,” had a chain of events which led to Makoto (Mako) Fujimura,
a Christian artist from New York, being introduced, while in Southern California, to Hisako Terasaki (she is the wife of the
late transplant medicine pioneer and philanthropist, Dr. Paul Terasaki, who did research at UCLA). Hisako, who is an
artist herself, requested the meeting because she wanted to meet Mako. “We don’t know where our relationships with
Mako and Hisako will take us, but we are excited about the possibilities as we follow the Lord’s lead,” writes Stanley.

Mako crafted a movement, “Culture Care,” as a counter to “Culture Wars”. It’s philosophy offers the creation and
conservation of beauty as a cure to cultural brokenness. It champions cultural creative activity in public life. Mako’s
philosophy is, “When human beings create beauty, it reveals the Creator they were created to reflect.” From the Culture
Care Conference, Stanley invited those people to gather in his home in April to explore what the Lord might have them
do corporately. It was a time of introductions and Stanley is looking forward to more meetings to see what the Lord has
in store for them.

Please pray for IWA which faces financial challenges. There have been income shortages, resulting in monthly salary
cuts. Also, there was the sudden passing of long-time board member and IWA staffer, Keith Edwards. Please also pray
for the health of its staff. In March, IWA’s administrator, Ellen, had surgery again for the possible recurrence of breast
cancer. Stanley had his infected gall bladder removed. “Dear GVBC Family, We’re thanking Him for your faithful and
generous support,” writes Stanley.

KEN & DIANE KUDO, SEPAL, SAO PAULO, BRAZIL

In Brazil, Diane (along with Ken) continues the ministry which she first started in
Southern California decades ago. She founded and helped train and send out short-
termers to reach “down-and-outers” in the Los Angeles area. Every year at the Kudos’
church, a group of 12 to 20 young adults from their church apply and interview to be
short-termers. If a person is accepted, he/she takes a three-month extensive ministry
training for cross cultural evangelism and discipleship targeting. The training focuses in
on a selected group of “down and outers’' that the short termers will attempt to reach
with the Gospel.

Under Ken’s direction, Elicio is in charge of this ministry. Elicio, who is an elder, does research, checking out the best
location to run the project. His objective is to find a fledgling church with a pastor or a lay leader desiring to reach the lost
in his/her community. This can be anywhere from a slum to a middle class area. Then, Elicio prepares the group of short
-termers by learning effective ministry skills (i.e. giving their testimony in front of large groups, leading short Bible
studies, reading books, and memorizing Scriptures. He works toward getting them to work as a team (i.e. counseling,
visiting homes, playing soccer with young people). Elicio also trains them to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit who will alert
them of any danger in the field (i.e. getting robbed or attacked).

Eighteen years ago, Diane founded this ministry at the Kudos’ church. It has become one of the mainstay “hands on”
ministry at the church. It provides a training ground for future leaders and missionaries. The team is usually composed of
university students or young professionals. Ken requests prayer for Elicio and him to give input in the training sessions.
Pray for Elicio who disciples the team. Ken also requests prayer for some of these short-termers become full time
missionaries.
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO
To Elaine Lee and family in the passing of her beloved husband, Bob Lee,
who passed away on Friday, July 29. The funeral service will be on Monday,
August 22, at 11:00 a.m. at GVBC. Pastor Steve Langley will be officiating.
Reception following at Sea Empress in Pacific Square.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Dear Friends, On behalf of the City of Gardena, we would like to extend our
sincere thanks for your April, May, and June monetary donation of $1,500
[from our LOVE Fund] for our emergency food pantry. Thank you for caring
about others in your community. Together we can continue in our mission to
try to keep up with the increasing needs of struggling families and individuals
in our community during these tough economic times. Sincerely, James
Kimmons, Recreation Supervisor, by Susie Santana, Recreation Coordinator

Thanks to the volunteers that came out on Saturday, August 6, much was
accomplished:

 Weeds were pulled, and plants trimmed around the facilities

 1st floor carpets were cleaned and spot cleaned on the 2nd floor and
in room 201

 Repairs continued on the sanctuary pews

 The rental garage continued to be cleaned out

 Sanctuary pews were polished and pens and envelopes replenished

 Cloth chairs cleaned.

Besides working hard, it was a great time of fellowship. Thank you to the
volleyball Ministry for their young men’s strength, and the Nichigo ladies for a
wonderful potluck lunch. It was delicious!

Work Days are held the first Saturday of each month. The next Work Day is
September 10, due to Labor Day weekend. All are welcomed to come help keep
GVBC beautiful!  No experience, and no sign ups necessary. Just come!

AUGUST WORK DAY

FOOD PANTRY We will be collecting donations for the Gardena Human Services Emergency Food Pantry during the
months of August through October. Place your donations in the brown box in the Narthex. Check expiration dates!
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FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

MISSIONS PRAYER GATHERING

Every second Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Room 119. This is a
prayer time for our missionaries and GVBC's ongoing
missions work. Please join us for prayer; open to all.
Information on our missionaries and mission projects will
be provided. For questions please contact Linda Hayashi
through the church office.

MAHALO: MERCY AFFIRMATION HEALING
ACCOUNTABILITY LOVE OVERCOMING

MAHALO Sundays, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m., Room 201 (upstairs
in the Nichigo homeroom). Mahalo is a Christ-centered
healing ministry for anyone and/or their loved ones who
are challenged by habits, hurts, idols, attachments, or
addictions. For more information contact Pastoral Intern
Diane Ujiiye at the church office or email Diane at:
mahalo@gvbc.net.

MOMMY MEET UP

Tuesdays at 9:30 — 11:30 a.m. at GVBC. The group’s aim
is to provide mothers with a spiritually uplifting time of
fellowship, study and sharing. Contact Tammy Hernandez
at tammy@gvbc.net or call her at the office.

ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Monday, August 15, 6:00 — 8:00 p.m., Community Hall.
Children’s games will be from 6:00 — 7:00 p.m. This is an
Evangelism Ministry’s outreach for all ages. Invite your
friends or unchurched friends to a summer fun ice cream
social where we will welcome them to GVBC, share God's
love, and get to know them. There will be music
entertainment, games for the kids, hobby exhibits and ice
cream for all. Helpers are still needed. If you can help, contact
Cindy Matsuda at cindy@gvbc.net or call the office. You can
also catch her at the Guest Center this Sunday.

BABY DEDICATION

Sunday, August 21. Contact Susan Wakuta,
susan@gvbc.net, ext. 689.

TEACHER/LEADER DEDICATION

Sunday, September 4

WORK DAY

Saturday, September 10 (due to Labor Day weekend),
8:00 a.m. We start with wake-up coffee and donuts. No
experience needed to help with minor repairs, landscaping
maintenance and cleaning. All ages are invited. Come
when you can, leave when you must.

OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, September 5. Labor Day Holiday

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP

Tuesday nights starting September 6 to Tuesday, October
11, 6:30 — 8:00 p.m., room 250. Led by Pastor Brian Lo,
co-leader Debra Mason. For more information, contact
Pastor Brian Lo at brianhlo@gmail.com or call the office.

GVBCLIVE

Friday, September 9, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Mark your
calendar and invite all family and friend for an evening of
singing praises to our Lord.

PERSPECTIVES

Mondays starting September 12 through January 16, 2017,
6:30 — 9:30 p.m., Rooms 218/220.

KEEP GARDENA BEAUTIFUL

Saturday, September 17
Join the Neighborhood Ministry in making a difference in
our community by cleaning or painting!

7:45 AM - Meet at GVBC
12:00 PM - lunch @ Mas Fukai Park
Sign ups coming soon!

MEN’S RETREAT — SAVE THE DATE

Saturday, September 24 to Sunday, September 25, Victory
Ranch in Moreno Valley. For all men college-age and up.
This is a great time of fellowship, sharing, support and
teaching plus lots of fun during your free time.

PASTORAL APPRECIATION

Sunday, October 9

HARVEST FESTIVAL

Monday, October 31, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. Set up on Sunday,
October 30 after 2nd service. More info to follow.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, August 24 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, August 21.

$90,000
$100,000
$110,000
$120,000
$130,000
$140,000
$150,000

General Fund - June

Income
received
Expenses

$650,000

$670,000

$690,000

$710,000

$730,000

$750,000

General Fund - Jan-Jun

Adopted
budget
Income
received
Expenses

Donations and Flowers given
in honor or loving memory

FROM TO
Cheryl Hing Jim Kai
Peter & Pauline Kaneshige Frank & Sumi Fujita
Chizuko Hara Yoshisada Shiga
Helen Iwamoto Yoshisada Shiga
Harry Kushigemachi Yoshisada Shiga
Masahiro & Renatta Kushigemachi Yoshisada Shiga
Mitsuo & Keiko Kushigemachi Yoshisada Shiga
Stephen & Nancy Langley Yoshisada Shiga
Chiharu Mukaihata Yoshisada Shiga
Alan Sakai Yoshisada Shiga
Helen Shiozaki Yoshisada Shiga
Takashi & Setsuko Tanaka Yoshisada Shiga
Brandon & Sandy Tsukamoto Yoshisada Shiga
Helen Uno & John Wright Yoshisada Shiga
James & Yuko Chang Yoshisada Shiga
Danny & Wendy Nakano Yoshisada Shiga
Masayoshi Suematsu Yoshisada Shiga
Ryoichi Tanaka Yoshisada Shiga
Mari Wada Yoshisada Shiga
Janice Mayeda Yoshisada Shiga
David & Dawn Robinson Yoshisada Shiga

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved
ones support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.

$500,000
$550,000
$600,000
$650,000
$700,000
$750,000
$800,000
$850,000

Nehemiah 5 - cumulative
  thru June 2016

Straightline
Goal
Received

PRIMETIMER’S EXPERIENCES
 CATALINA ISLAND ADVENTURE:  Wednesday, October 19, $154 per person (includes ferry boat fee, motorcoach

transportation and gratuity for the driver), [make checks out to GVBC with Catalina on memo line]. [NOTE
CHANGES] Departs GVBC at 8:15 a.m. and returns approx. 7:00 p.m. Roundtrip ferry service aboard the Catalina
Express. DEADLINE: final payment due Sunday, September 4. Take a guided scenic tour of Avalon as a guide
shares interesting Catalina Island history and folklore from the comfort of an open-air tram. Free time to explore the
waterfront lined with shops and restaurants. Lunch on your own [checks payable to GVBC, Catalina in subject line).

 THE MISSION INN HOLIDAY LIGHT FESTIVAL: Thursday, December 8, $118 per person (includes gratuity for the driver).
DEADLINE for final payment is Sunday, November 13. Tour departs at 12:30 p.m. from GVBC and returns
approximately 9:30 p.m. Experience a memorable afternoon and evening enjoying the holiday traditions of historic
Riverside. Guided tour of the world famous Mission Inn — a National Heritage Landmark — bedecked in holiday
splendor. You’ll have time to explore on your own and do some holiday shopping. Later, your have a holiday dinner
at The Old Spaghetti Factory. After dinner when night falls, you’ll return to the Mission Inn to experience the light
show of over three million lights and more than 350 animated figures.

To pick up a flyer, an application, or be placed on the Waiting List, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi or visit their table in
the Courtyard after the worship services.
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor
BRAD TOY College-age Director
LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
WESLEY SHIOZAKI Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

Series: Mercy Overflowing

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14/MISSION SUNDAY
Hebrews
Mercy in Times of Need

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21
James
Your Ministry of Mercy

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28/BAPTISMS
Both services in the Sanctuary
Marriage Sunday
Pastor Daniel Matsuda

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4/COMMUNION
Both services in the Sanctuary
Youth Sunday/Teacher-Leader Dedication
Pastor Layne Wakuta


